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BIOGRAPHY
The Honorable James B. Loken was appointed to the United
States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit in October
1990. Judge Loken comes to the court with an extensive back-
ground in public service as well as a clear vision of the impor-
tance of such service.
Judge Loken was born in 1940 in Madison, Wisconsin. He
attended college at the University of Wisconsin, earning a
Bachelor of Science degree in economics in 1962. Judge
Loken then went east to Harvard Law School. At Harvard,
Judge Loken was a member of the Harvard Law Review staff,
and was graduated magna cum laude in 1965.
Following law school, Judge Loken accepted two judicial
clerkships. The first was with the Honorable J. Edward Lum-
bard, Chief Judge, United States Court of Appeals for the Sec-
ond Circuit. The second clerkship was with Justice Byron R.
White of the United States Supreme Court. For Judge Loken,
Justice White andJudge Lumbard were "prime instillers in him
of a deep sense of not only being a lawyer, but also of being a
citizen with an obligation for public service. '
Upon completion of the Supreme Court clerkship, Judge
Loken began practicing as an associate in the Minneapolis law
firm of Faegre & Benson. He was soon to return to Washing-
ton, D.C., however, where he took a position as General Coun-
sel to the President's Committee on Consumer Interest in
1970. Later that same year, he became Staff Assistant to the
President. In these positions, Judge Loken continued to use
his skill and training as an attorney to benefit both the Presi-
dent and the public.
Judge Loken returned to Faegre & Benson in 1973, as a
member of the firm's business litigation group. He continued
to practice with Faegre & Benson until he assumed his new
duties on the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals.
On February 12, 1991, Judge Loken was officially sworn into
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office. In his remarks following the ceremony, Judge Loken
closed with this quote from Abraham Lincoln:
What constitutes the bulwark of our own liberty and inde-
pendence? It is not our frowning battlements, our bristling
seacoasts, the guns of our war steamers, or the strength of
our gallant and disciplined army. Our reliance is in the love
of liberty which God has planted in our bosoms. Our de-
fense is in the preservation of the spirit which prizes liberty
as the heritage of all men, in all lands, everywhere."
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